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INTRODUCTION

When | first began to write this book, it was intended to be the story of Weld
Bank as | have known it for the past 60 years but, unearthing more and more
facts and figures as | went along and hearing the stories and the deeds of
men and women long since dead and gone and reading of the struggles and
triumphs and failures of our Catholic forefathers of 200, 300, nay even 500
years ago, it was obvious that much of this material must be included or the
book would be incomplete. Indeed | found myself writing not so much the
Story of Weld Bank but the Catholic history of Chorley from its coming in
Roman times down to the present day and, as obviously this would have
filled more than one volume, | had perforce to leave out much of interest.

November 1%, 1774, when Mass was first celebrated in Weld Bank Church,
just 200 years ago, was an obvious starting point but much had happened
before that date, so perhaps my readers will forgive me if | go back even
further than that and relate incidents before, during and following the
Reformation that may have been forgotten but had some bearing on Weld
Bank as we know it today. No connected history of these times, as faras | am
aware, has ever been compiled. | have now attempted in some degree to
remedy that omission. Conscious of my limitations, it has, however, been a
labour of love and | trust readers will find the same satisfaction.
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